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Abstract

The Concept of origin of Sufism began from humanity, but it is also a
fact that formal Sufism as a subject started since third century.
Sufism when entered third century after evolution then formal and
written pattern, regular work on it started and thirst of reality
seekers was fulfilled according to their desire and ability. In this
regard many a people worked extensively and sincerely in black and
white, book such as Kitab al-luma' .its writer AbG Nasr ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘AlT al-Sarraj was a great Sufi, sheikh and ascetic born in Tas( Iran).
Al-Sarraj was highly active in the early history of Sufi community. He
was the head of the order of dervishes in Baghdad, He is best known
for his popular Kitab Al-luma' which is considered an encyclopedia of
the Sufism. AbU Nasr has given much importance in his book to
diction, comprehension, and discussions related to Sufism. The book
al-luma was very successful in being one of the first "authoritative
documentary” and surveys, by first-hand information from thirty-
nine Sufi authorities on a total of around of tow hundred Sufis. Al-
Sarraj also sought in the book to demonstrate Sufism's compatibility
with mainstream Sunni Islam. In the light of these facts we can say
that al-luma is one of important book in the Sufism literature.
Keywords: Sufism, Tasawaf, Mysticism al-luma', al-Tusi, AbQ Nasr,
Persian biographic
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From the Persian biographic we learn that Sarraj was
surnamed “The peacock of the poor. The statement that
he had seen Sari al Sagati (ob. 253) and shal bin
Abdullah al tustar.. He must have travelled
extensively.”@)
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Sarraj explains that he wrote the kitab al-Luma at the

request of friend, whose name he does not mention. His
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purpose in writing it was to set true principles of Sufism
and to show by argument that they agree with and are
confirmed by the obctrince of Koran and the apostolic

traditions” (19)
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